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INTERNATIONALES KOLLEG
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Schicksal, Freiheit und Prognose.
Bewidltigungsstrategien in Ostasien und Europa

Our workshop series’ focus is upon techniques of TEChniques Of Prediction I

inductive or highly rationalized divination, modes
of divination that do not depend entirely (or not at all) C h ro n o m a n cy
on inspired or visionary experience, but on a mental
activity of the diviner with an established set, a logic
of symbols or a code often formalized in the form of  tyesday, May 7, 2013, 1:00 pm - 6:30 pm:
manuals, lists, tables or diagrams. We wish to explore
the complexities of operations involved in the organ-
ization and production of predictions, constituted of
symbolic, logical, formal and instrumental instants.

Chronomancy: the Science of the Right Time
In a first session, we want to bring into a dialogue
specialists working on chronomantic techniques in
different cultural realms. While encouraging a com-
parative approach, our aim is not to uncover univer-
sal epistemic values, but instead to proceed exper-
imentally by particular case studies of divinatory
techniques based on the quantification or manipula-
tion of time. Confronting similar cases from different
cultural realms will destabilize the taken-for-granted
singularity and the supposed exceptional character
of divinatory practices in a specific historical setting
and cultural framework. It invites to rethink together
the technical, intellectual and material aspects and
the traces that illuminate chronomantic practices
(including astrological calculations in hemerology),
their agents and their rational modes of knowledge
production to determine auspicious and inauspicious
moments for certain categories of human activities.

Wednesday, May 8, 2013, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm:
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